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The 2011 MITRAL CONCLAVE will bring the world’s
leading figures in mitral valve disease together for two
days to discuss the latest information regarding management
guidelines, imaging, pathology, minimally invasive ap-
proaches, percutaneous approaches, surgical techniques,
devices, and long term results.
Faculty presentations of the latest available data, techniques,
and state of the art reviews will be supplemented by abstract
and video presentations covering:
 Degenerative Valve Disease
 Mitral Regurgitation in Heart Failure
 Novel Repair Techniques
 Other Mitral Valve Disease
 Outcomes Following Mitral Valve Surgery
 Tricuspid Valve Disease
Log on to the 2011 MITRAL CONCLAVE Web site at
www.aats.org/mitral to view the Preliminary Program and
faculty listing. Register by March 28, 2011, and save.
The American Association for Thoracic Surgery is accredited
by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Educa-
tion to provide continuing medical education for physicians.
This activity has been approved for AMA PRA Category 1
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Have you made your plans to attend the 2011 AATS Annual
Meeting in Philadelphia? Be part of this premier educational
event in the field of thoracic and cardiovascular surgery.
Highlights include:
Saturday, May 7, 2011
Physician Assistant, Nurse Practitioner, and Perfusion-
ist Program
This programwill provide a state-of-the-art update on evolv-
ing areas in cardiothoracic surgery. Emphasis will be placed
on the application of appropriate criteria for patient options.
Advanced simulation technology and potential educational
and training opportunities will be outlined.
Focused and in-depth Skills Courses in all three sub-spe-
cialties:
 Adult Cardiac
 Congenital
 General Thoracic
High Performance Teams in the Operating Room: Using
the NOTSS Program (‘‘Non-Technical Skills for Sur-
geons’’) to Improve Communication, Understanding,
and Performance
This course focuses on the underlying human factors which
enable or hinder surgical performance and will address the
needs of all members of the CT surgery team.
Sunday, May 8, 2011
AATS/STS Cardiothoracic Critical Care Symposium in
addition to Adult Cardiac Surgery, Congenital Heart
Disease, and General Thoracic Surgery Postgraduate
Symposia
OPERATING ROOMS OF THE FUTURE: Hybrid
Technologies
Interactive Exhibits
Sunday, May 8th—Tuesday, May 10th
Educational Program—Monday, May 9th
ICU of the FUTURE
Interactive Exhibit
Sunday, May 8th—Tuesday, May 10th
The AATS will feature Cardiac and General Thoracic OR
displays and a didactic program. Additionally, an ICU of
the Future will be showcased providing a first hand glimpse
into what the future holds for CT surgical critical care. It willgery c May 2011
Announcementsfeature cutting edge equipment and the latest technological
advances in imaging, advanced information technology,
and critical care medicine used in CT surgical critical care.
Monday, May 9, 2011
Don’tmiss the PlenaryScientific Session beginning at 7:45 AM
for an important update on the PARTNER Trial Stroke
Substudy. D. Craig Miller, MD, on behalf of the PARTNER
Trial Investigators, will present a late-breaking update.
Accreditation
The American Association for Thoracic Surgery is ac-
credited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Med-
ical Education to provide continuing medical education for
physicians.
The American Association for Thoracic Surgery designates
this educational activity for a maximum of 35 AMA PRA
Category 1 Credits. Physicians should only claim credit
commensurate with the extent of their participation in the
activity.
This programwill be submitted to the American Academy of
Nurse Practitioners for continuing education credit.
Conference organizers plan to request AAPA Category I
CME credit from the Physician Assistant Review Panel.
The total number of credits is yet to be determined.
Register and book housing for the AATS Annual
Meeting at www.aats.org/annualmeeting/Registration-
and-housing
For additional information please visit www.aats.org or
contact:
American Association for Thoracic Surgery
900 Cummings Center
Suite 221-U, Beverly, MA, USA 01915
Telephone: +1 (978) 927-8330
Fax: + 1 (978) 524-8890
E-mail: meetings@aats.org2011 Heart Valve Summit: Medical, Surgical,
and Interventional Decision Making
October 13—15, 2011
JW Marriott Chicago
Chicago, IL
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PROGRAM OVERVIEW
The American Association for Thoracic Surgery (AATS)
and the American College of Cardiology Foundation
(ACCF) have partnered once again to bring you the only ed-
ucational program that addresses valvular heart disease from
a cardiology and surgical point-of-view, the 2011 Heart
Valve Summit.
Using an integrative approach to managing medical, surgical
and interventional challenges in valvular heart disease,
world renowned cardiologists and cardiac surgeons will pro-
vide you with clinically relevant information on the current
and future directions in valvular heart disease. This unique,
inter-disciplinary program will include real world, interac-
tive case-based patient management discussions, review of
current practice guidelines, and focused breakouts for cardi-
ologists, cardiac surgeons, nurses and physician assistants.
TARGETAUDIENCE
Cardiologists, interventional cardiologists, cardiothoracic
surgeons, internists, nurses, physician assistants and all
healthcare professionals involved in the evaluation, diagno-
sis and/or management of patients with valvular heart dis-
ease are strongly encouraged to attend this program.
ACCREDITATION
Physicians
The American Association for Thoracic Surgery is ac-
credited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Med-
ical Education to provide continuing medical education for
physicians.
This activity has been approved for AMA PRA Category 1
Credits.
Nurses
The American College of Cardiology Foundation is ac-
credited as a provider of continuing nursing education by
the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission
on Accreditation.
Register today at www.aats.org/valve to see first-hand why
this program continually receives high-rankings and has
been referred to as ‘‘one of the best meetings I have ever at-
tended—practical, patient oriented, and the lecturers really
had true clinical experience.’’
View the program and register for the Heart Valve Sum-
mit at www.aats.org/valve.diovascular Surgery c Volume 141, Number 5 1335
